Totally three articles focusing on "analgesic action of suspended moxibustion effect in visceral hypersensitivity rats with irritable bowel syndrome, and changes in prokineticin 1 and prokineticin receptor 1 expression in the spinal cord, enkephalins in the spinal cord and prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 in the colon tissue during the analgesic progress" were published in three issues. We hope that our readers find these papers useful to their research.

**Abstract**

Suspended moxibustion can decrease the expression of prokineticin-1 and its receptor in colonic tissue from rats modeling chronic visceral hyperalgesia. This study aimed to verify if rat spinal cord prokineticin-1 and its receptor contribute to the analgesic effect of suspended moxibustion in a rat model of irritable bowel syndrome where rats display chronic visceral hypersensitivity. Results showed that suspended moxibustion at *Tianshu* (ST25) point significantly decreased visceral sensitivity to colorectal distention in a chronic visceral hyperalgesia rat model; also protein and mRNA expression of prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 in the spinal cord of rats was significantly decreased. Experimental findings indicate that prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 are involved in the analgesia using suspended moxibustion in rats with chronic visceral hyperalgesia.

![Suspended moxibustion at *Tianshu* (ST25) inhibits prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 expression in the spinal cord of rats with chronic visceral hypersensitivity\
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**Abstract**

Rats that modeled chronic visceral hyperalgesia received suspended moxibustion at bilateral *Tianshu* (ST25) and *Shangjuxu* (ST37) once daily over a period of 7 days. Results show that suspended moxibustion significantly depressed abdominal withdrawal reflex scores and increased enkephalin concentration in the spinal cord. The experimental findings suggest that spinal enkephalins contributed to the analgesic effect of suspended moxibustion in rats with chronic visceral hyperalgesia.

![Analgesic action of suspended moxibustion in rats with chronic visceral hyperalgesia correlates with enkephalins in the spinal cord\
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**Abstract**

Prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 play important roles in visceral hypersensitivity and inflammatory pain. Visceral hypersensitivity is closely associated with irritable bowel syndrome. Mild moxibustion can relieve chronic visceral hyperalgesia in rats with irritable bowel syndrome. We hypothesized that prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 is the key target in the mechanism. This study established chronic visceral hyperalgesia rat models by colorectal distention. Protein and mRNA expression of prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 were determined by immunohistochemical method and fluorescence quantitative-PCR, respectively, and were found to be significantly increased in visceral hyperalgesic rats. Mild moxibustion at *Tianshu* (ST25) decreased prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 expression in chronic visceral hyperalgesia rats and lessen the chronic visceral hyperalgesia in rats with irritable bowel syndrome at different levels of colorectal distention pressure.

![Mild moxibustion at *Tianshu* (ST25) decreases expression of prokineticin-1 and prokineticin receptor-1 in colon tissue of rats with chronic visceral hyperalgesia\
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